Study in Terroir

Wildflower Traditional Meads with
Six Honeys from the NY North Country



Arthur Franke

Home Mead Maker
Bergen County Brew Crew

Northern NJ Mead Makers




Agenda

e Wildflower honey &traditional mead terroir

e Traditional meads case study:
o Honey comparison
o Process
o Distributed sensory analysis

e Why home mead makers should care about terroir



Photo by Bruno Soares on Unsplash

“Taste of Place”

Gout de Terroir

unknown &/or unspecified
honey bee forage
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https://unsplash.com/@bmgs_1978?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@bmgs_1978?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/terroir?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/terroir?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText

Wildflower Honey gout de terroir varies based on...
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» | “Your local
wildflower
honey is
unique!”
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Tough to find opportunities to taste...

Commercial examples focusing on
wildflower terroir exist, but are
relatively rare, usually serial format.

Home mead maker sentiments vary:

e “It’s just some plain wildflower honey
in this melomel”

e May avoid it due fo the variation

e Competition pressures to show
distinct monofloral expression
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Upstate NY, market barn, and there were two!


Buy ALL
the honeys!



Not a New |dea Varietal Mead

_ Comparison
Va rl eta I H one Susan Ruud/Gordon Strong
2010 AHA NHC

* Basswood - Northern Brewer/The Bee

e Ken Schramm & Dr. Dan McConnell, e Mesquite - Trader Joes
2 * Orange Blossom - Local apiary that takes their bees to
“Me a d Ma tI’lX” 19 9 4 California for the winter.

* Star Thistle - Sleeping Bear Farms
¢ Tupelo - Smiley Apiaries

o Six “same honey; different yeast”, and six “same yeast;
Y Y i Y > * White Sage - Northern Brewer

different honey”

e Susan Ruud & Gordon Strong,
“Varietal Mead Comparison” 2010

o Six monofloral honeys, same yeast &recipe proportions

e YouTubers Doin’ the Most and ManMade Mead
“Blueberry Honey Face-Off” 2021

o Blueberry blossom honey from different producers located

: : oney Location Matters? Blueberry Honey Test
in different US states X it
460 % 97 CJ DISLIKE > SHARE  DOWNLOAD (§) THANKS 3¢ CLIP =+ SAVE



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Note on “Florida orange blossom” vs. “California orange blossom”
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Asked three questions: where; when; and what


Hive Locations in Upstate NY

T eights
[401]
Kemptville

Ingleside

Comwall @
e

About 3.7 miles radius

43] Alwesasne
Massena S C
i G q
Morrisburg ()
Iford
quC SqC (1)
Madrid Nomwood
()
Ogdensburg .
— Potsdam St Regis|F
(812)
=1 SqC D e
— L
v awmence (PR
Brockyille Canton P % L
SqC ey (@renoon]™ e |
Leg) N \
Colt T Sl | o)
| o lwarren / (.
N 3
(37 5 W}:ﬁ:i' o o I L e o8 o ‘&Téﬁ?ﬁ%
3 Syonmario' % ®
e | 5 % |
A
Hammond ) il ==
Ruszell %
:\m:wl., ”«g,‘
Gouverneur B
Childwold
FnT (37

Merrill

Lyon
Mountain

(30) (1)
Paul Smiths

Bloomingdale
Wilmington

Saranac Lake

Lake Placid
Map data ©2022 Google  United States  Terms

Dannemora

Au Sable
Forks

ar
sa

Privacy  Send feedback

Colc

e,

@

Burlington

~
P

L — |


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
2.5 hour drive from farthest west hive, to farthest east hive. �Range is 95% coverage area from 1982 Visscher & Seeley waggle dance study. 
https://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.219.922&rep=rep1&type=pdf 




Beekeeper-Provided Harvest Date & Forage

Sugar Shack - | Sugar Shack Adirondack { Wilson’s?
; Light — — - Cooking Honey Honey
Summer 2020 Summer 2021 Fall 2020 Fall 2020 2020 Late July 2020
Clover Borage Wildflowers Dutch clover Some Dandelion
Basswood Purple Loosestrife Clover Vetch Basswood
Japanese Knotweed Sumac Basswood Basswood Sumac
Purple Loosestrife Clover Goldenrod Goldenrod Knotweed
Goldenrod Raspberry Aster Milkweed
Blackberry Knapweed Joe-Pye Weed
Knapweed Aster
Purple Vetch Clover
Alfalfa Locust
Elderberry Some Goldenrod
Trees
Sunflowers



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Story about shot-in-the-dark address on google maps
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Aside: If you can't

ask the beek,

What can you dO? The Biota of
North

America
Program




HoneyBeeNet

honeybeenet.gsfc.nasa.gov

Regions and sub-
regions with data for
what grows m each,
with focus on bee
forage.

Includes both wild
and agricultural flora.

Data circa 1992.

Plretired m 2012 and
KUDOS for keeping
the site live!

1- Alaska Region 2
3 - South and Central California Region
5 - Intermountain Region Region

- Aspen Parkland & Peace River Valley Region
9 - M. Great Lakes & 5. Canada Region 10
- Appalachian-Ozark Upland Region 12

- Westem Mountains

- Interior Morthwest

- Southwest Deserts

- Great Plains

- Agricultural Interior

- Aflantic and Gulf Coastal Plain
- New England & Atlantic Canada Region 14 -

Boreal Forest

This map, and the associated species lists that are provided via the map, are based on content created by George 5. Ayers and Jay R. Harman, both
of Michigan State University, and are provided in Chapter 11 7 orage of Morth America and the Potential for Planting for Bees™ of the book The

Hive and the Honey Bee, 1992, Graham, J. ed. Dadant and Sons Inc. Hamilton, llinois.




NY Region 10

End

) pPlant || Begin
USDA code||Family Latin Name Common Name Type Ellnum Bloom || Sig
onth Month
[PRUNU  ||Rosaceae |[Prunus |[Plum [cultivated) [ c | 3 [ & |[m]
[TaoFC  |[Asteraceae |[Taraxacum || Dandelion, blow-balls [ F | 3 [ 9 [n]
[acER |[aceracsas [[acer ||maple [ 108 || 3 [ 5 |[m~]
[PYRUS  ||Rosaceae |[Pyrus |[Pear e [ 4 [ & |[N]
|BA".I’L.I ||Brassic:aaceae ||.Barbama vulgaris ||‘r’elll::rw rocket, winter cress || F || 4 || 5] || M |
[vacCl  ||Ericaceae |[vaccinium |[Blusberry, huckleberry [ soB || 4 [ & |[MN]
[MaLUS  ||Rosaceae |[Maius |[Apple [ 0B || 4 [ & |[m]
[sALx |[salicaceas |[zalix |[willow, osier [ ToB || 4 [ & |[MN]
[PRAV |[Rosaceae |[Prunus |[Chemy (cultivated) [ ToBC || 2 [ & [ m™]
[cume |[cucurbitaceae  |[Cucumis meio ||cantaloupe, muskmelon, casaba, [ c | 5 [ & |[m]
|CLISM ||Cucurhitaoeae ||Cm:umissatr'ms ||cucumher || C || ] || 9 || M |
[MESA ||[Fabaceae |[Medicago sativa ||afalfa, luceme [ c | 5 [ 9 |[m~]
[ASCLE  |[Asclepiadaceae ||4sclepias |[Milkweed, butterfly flower [ F | 5 [ & |[mn]
[HIERA  ||Asteracsae |[Higracium |[Hawkweed [ F I 5 [ 9 |[~]
[MELIL ||[Fabaceae |[Metiotus |[sweet clover (white/yvellow) I F | & || 1o | ¥ |
|F"DLYG4 ||Pol:.rgona|::eae ||Pofj.-'gclnum ||5marhueed, knotweed, fleece flower || F || 5 || 10 || M |
[TRHY ||[Fabaceae |[Twifolium hybridum |[Alsike clover [ F I 5 [ 8 |[¥]
[TRRE3  ||[Fabaceae ||Trifolium repens | White, dutch clover I F | 5 [ 10 |[¥]
[RHUS |[anacardiaceae  |[RAus |[sumac, sugar bush, lemonadeberry || s [ 5 || 8 [ N ]
|RDPS ||Fabaoaae ||Ro.b.|'m'apseudnacacr’a ||Ellacklnc1|3L false acacia, yellow locust || TDB || 5 || 6 || M |
[TiL1a |[Tiliaceae |[Titia |[Basswood, lime trae, whitewood [ 108 || 5 [ 7 [ m]
[cucur  |[Cucurbitacese  |[Cucurbita L. |[Pumpkin, squash, gourd [ c | & [ & |[mn]
[LoAan2  ||[Fabaceae ||Lotus comiculatus |[Bird's foot trefoil [ F I & [ & |[m~]
[soLD |[Asteraceas |[soidago ||Goldenrod [ F | & || 10 | ¥|
|FAES2 ||Pol:.rgona|::eae ||Fagopyrum esculentum ||Euckwheal.. brank || F.C || 6 || 9 || M |
[ZEmaM2  |[Poaceae |[Zea mays |[Com, maize [ c | 7 I 9 |[w~]
[ASTER  |[Asteraceae ||aster ||Aster [ F I 7 ] Y |



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Not present: Loosestrife; Borage; bramble fruits; vetch.  Is corn really that important?


The Biota of North America Program

North American Vascular Flora
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Taxonomic Data Centér North American Plant Atlas
Query (TDC-QQ) Page (NAPA)
Kartesz, J.T.,
The Biota of North America Program

(BONAP). 2022. Taxonomic Data Center.
(http://www.bonap.net/tdc). Chapel Hill, N.C.



http://www.bonap.net/tdc

Query Page

g |Sh0w|nfraspeciﬁc Taxa V|

| Hide Authors V| ‘ Hide Common names V| | 1300 V|

~—— Nomenclature Query

Families

A total of 331 families are reported.
Selecting a specific family will
produce a list of its lower taxa.

[ APG Ill - Mod. Classification |

Can't find a plant name? Click Here OR. Click here to see Excluded/Anomalous names

L) Search for Family...

ACANTHACEAE
ACHARIACEAE
ACHATOCARPACEAE
ACORACEAE
ACTINIDIACEAE
ADOXACEAE
AGAPANTHACEAE
AGAVACEAE
AGDESTIDACEAE
AIZOACEAE
ALISMATACEAE
ALLIACEAE
ALSTROEMERIACEALI
ALTINGIACEAE
AMARANTHACEAE
AMARYLLIDACEAE
ANACAMPSEROTACE
ANACARDIACEAE
ANEMIACEAE
ANNONACEAE
APIACEAE
APOCYNACEAE
APODANTHACEAE
APONOGETONACEAE

AMVITIEYT TAGCT AL

Genera Species
A total of 3625 genera and 24184 A total of 24184 species and nothospecies are
species and nothospecies are reported. Select any name for additional
reported. Selecting a specific genus || information. Only 1500 names are showing. If the
will produce a list of its lower taxa. name you need is not visible, please type the first
few letters of the scientific name in the search box.
Previous Next
L), Search for Genus... L), Search for Species or Epithet...
Abelia (@1 Abelia xgrandiflora
Abelmoschus (El Abelmoschus esculentus
Abies (@l Abelmoschus moschatus
Abildgaardia (@l Abies alba
Abronia i@l Abies amabilis
Abrus (@ Abies balsamea
Abutilon (@ Abies bifolia
Acacla (@l Abies bifolia var. arizonica
Acaciella Abies bifolia var. bifolia
Acaena Abies bracteata
Acalypha (@1 Abies concolor
::::;E;t':?_ﬂ::s Abies concolor var. concolor
Abies concolor var. lowiana
Acanthomintha Abies firma
Acanthoscyphus (@ Abies fraseri
Acanthospermum
Acanthus (@l Abies grandis
Acer (@l Abies lasiocarpa
Achillea (@l Abies magnifica
Achlys Abies magnifica var. critchfieldii
Achnatherum Abies magnifica var. magnifica
xAchnella (@l Abies procera
Achyrachaena (E) Abies xshastensis
Achyranthes Abildgaardia ovata
P T T Abronia alpina

| 3 )\ BONAP’s Taxonomic Data Center (TDC)

North American Vascular Flora

How to Cite This Website
Customized Geographic Database
Instructions for Keying Plants

Q, Query Map Q, Zip/County
Q_ Family Key Q_ Bio. Attributes
Q_ Selected Characters Q, Query Photo Gallery

Search by U.S. Zip Code, County or Location

Note: To assist in keying, county-level and zip code data have been expanded to include taxa from the county selected
plus adjacent counties.

Zip Code: |

(o ooy )

|- Select State - v|| - Select County — |

Search by county:

~—— Biological Attribute Query
Help

To query taxa, select attributes from the following.

* Major plant group
» Habit
* Trophic level
* Duration
» Nativity
* Morphology
» Habitat
* Rarity and endemism
» Exotics, noxious and invasive plants and weeds
Reported as a Horticulturally important plant
» Horticultural novelty plants
* Human use plants
» Native American medicinal uses
» State flower and tree
» Toxic or allergenic plant
4 Plants that attract
Reported as a butterfly plant
[ Reported as a honeybee pollen plant |
Reported as a hummingbird plant

Click 'Run Query' button to filter Nomenclature lists by selected bio attributes

| <o e |




Franklin County

( = (0 ( CLINTON
‘ _ | 2 Unique Species g il
- a1 ' ST. LAWRENCE -
B O NAP Ve nn Alder (Alnus alnobetula)
Western Ragweed (Ambrosia psilostachya) >
JEFFERSOMN
23 Shared 0 Shared
Species Species
St. Lawrence 5 Unique Clinton
County 51Common Species County
_. 81Unique Species
Species False Indigo
Wild Lupine
Basswood (7)) Redwhisskeé gﬁlmmyweed
White clover (?!) an eIy
43 Shared p
Apple (1) i cams Caveats:
Species :
e Presence is not
pervasiveness
Kartesz, J.T.,

The Biota of North America Program
(BONAP). 2022. Taxonomic Data Center.

or proximity
e Selection Bias?

(http://www.bonap.net/tdc). Chapel Hill, N.C.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Presence is not pervasiveness.  Selection bias?  Looking at Basswood and White Clover.


http://www.bonap.net/tdc
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Honey Sensory Analysis

Squeak | Sugar Shack
Label Creek = -Light _

Apricot Mango,
e Dried Grass Peach, Mint

Sugar Shack | Adirondack |
L_- Cooking Honey =3
Fig/Raisin, Banana,
i Honeysuckle,
Cinnamon
Pear

Wilson’s ‘
Honey V= Honey NY ﬁ

" Malt, Straw, | Quince,

Vanilla, Ginger,
Brulee BEIE]




Nominal Process

2.5 Ibs (1.135kg) Honey
3.28 quarts (3.1kg) Spring Water
0.3g FT Blanc Soft Tannin Powder

Rehydrated Yeast Pitch
o 100g Tap Water @ I00F
o 5g GoFerm PE
o 4g DVIO Dry Yeast

e Fermaid O following TOSNA 2.0

Target starting volume: 4L

Target OG: 1.085 Target ABV: 11.4%

Ferment m 6L plastic bucket, under airlock
Nutrients at 24h, 48h, 72h, 7d after pitch.
Buckets hand whisked for 20 seconds at
each addition.

Ambient temperature

Rack to Igal glass jugs under airlock, onto
lg Bentonite each. Sit until clear.

Rack to clean 1gal glass jugs. Stabilize with
k-sorbate &k-meta.

Backsweeten to LO10 semi-sweet.

Bench trial to adjust acidity to taste with
tartaric acid.

Bottle still. Age as long as time permits.



Jan 23: Rehydrated yeast, mixed musts, and pitched
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Feb 5: Racked, left to finish fermentation and settle
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Feb 5: Lees left behind by racking
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March 19: Looking pretty clear...



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Before back-sweetening


March 20: Racked off fine lees and stabilized



March 26: Back sweetened to about 1.010



June 19 (or 21): Bottled into eight 120z, one 330mL, one 250mL (partial)







Process Hiccups

Be sure to sfirinacid additions
after they dissolve!




Sensory Analysis: Tasters

Northern NJ

Mead Makers M

MAN MADE

Michigan Mead Coalition M E A D

Big thanks to:
Mike Bury, Andrew Luberto, Annie Zipser, and Geoff Billu!



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
23 total judges.  13 BJCP.  2 Pros.  


Sensory Analysis: UC Davis Taxonomy

Tasters were asked to refer to the Traditional Mead
Aroma Wheel, but not feel limited by it.
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BJCP judges were asked to complete score sheets
MIB Semi-Sweet Mead)

Experienced BJCP Mead Judges were asked to

oy 8, < 0“"“46E
o / o, UNE
speculate on bee forage, ifdetectable. s ot \Z\S\N
BEESWAX Wax: 7, [ = (s APPLE CDERVINEGAR
Mead makers asked to opine on what adjuncts might | .
complement the mead if it were used as the base of e

a melomel or methe glin.

Note. did not specify serving temperature, serving
order, and limited details on honey provenance
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BJCP Score Sheet Results

e Five completed sheets per
mead from Philadelphia area
judges convened by Mike Bury. Squeak Creek

Lowest Score ‘Median Score ‘Highest Score

e Notes closest to obvious faults Shack Light
were around alcohol, yeast

aromas, and lack of tannins Shack Cooking

e Judges’opinions on acid levels Adirondack

sometimes appeared to vary
widely

Wilson's

Honey NY



Squeak Creek Apiaries

Summer 2020 Harvest

e Clover = —
e Basswood =

e Japanese Knotweed o

e Purple Loosestrife >

o

Goldenrod

acidic (1) alcoholic (1) a pp le (5) apricot (1) bark (1) bitter (1) black (1) blanc (1) blossom (1) butte ry (3)
cabbage (1) Ca n dy (6) Chardonnay (2) chemical (1) CltrUS (2) confection (1) cotton (1) cut (1) /4
(2) flesh (1) flo ral ©) freSh (2) fI’Ult (2) fru1ty (4) grape (3) graSS () SQUé%engEEEK

APIARIES

= o
green (1) gross (1) hard (2) hay (1) herbal (1) honey (1) lavender (1) lemon (2) lemongrass (1) l] bra ry (2) macintosh (1) 1} 7y X 437 H“"eyR“"m =S

Brasher Falls, NY 13
5) 250-0555

ma ngO (2) marshballow (1) marshmallow (1) melon (1) m]nt (2) muscato (1) necco (1) nerds (1) neutral (1) nutty (1)

Orange (2) paSte (2) pastry (1) peaCh (4) pea r (7) peel (1) pepper (3) petal (1)
p]neapple (2) plum (1) rose (3) sauvignon (1) skin (1) smarty (1) Sp]ce (2)s Ty (1) su lphu r (2) tannic (1)
tarragon (1) tea (1) tropical (1) umami (1) Van] lla (2) wafers (1) warm (1) wax (1) waxy (1) Wh] te (3) woody (1) yeasty (1)

zest (1)




Sugar Shack Light

Summer 2021 Harvest

e Borage e Knapweed

e Purple Loosestrife e Purple Vetch
e Sumac e Alfalfa

e Clover e FElderberry

e Raspberry e Trees

e Blackberry e Sunflowers

acitty (1) st 1) QPP LE @) ash (1 vanana (1) berries (1) bt () blanc (1) burnt 1) eancly (1) cimamon @) citric (1)
CTEIUS 1) COCONUE 10ty 1t e 0
ﬂoral”fru1tydgrapegrass

VBV st s osmmsion emssis TGO oy iSAE WD L mi n t b

minty (1) nectar (1) orange (1) peaCh (3) pear (1) pepper (1) perfume (1) pine (2) pineapple (1) pinot (1) putty (1)
as ] red (2) rose (3) sauvignon (1) scallion (1) seed (1) Skin (2) StraW (2) StraWberry 2)
ble (1) tannin (1) tree (1) tropical (1) umami (1) Vanilla 2) Wh]te (3) wood (1) WOOdy (4)




Sugar Shack“Cooking” Honey
Fall 2020 Harvest

Raspberry Trees

Blackberry

e Borage e Knapweed

e Purple Loosestrife e Purple Vetch
e Sumac o Alfalfa

e C(lover e FElderberry

[ J ([

° °

Sunflowers

acid o alcohol o APPLE @ wrict o ssan 1 taang 0 wasncss 0 PDECSWAX o
blossom @ busbiegum ) buttery 1) CA ndy4, -y t CItIUS ) confectionary (1)
aeamy (1 €AY @ flesh TLOTAN 5 i 5 35000 s 5 s B i 20 s S il 40
honey @ honeysuckle (1) jar (1) lactic (0 LAVENdEr @ emn o l@MoON o lime @ matc o

om0 OFANGE  peach o pea {3 ——

r] nd (2) rose (1) rubbing (1) sage (1) smarties (1) soda (1) SplCe (2) (1) strawberry (1) sugar (1) sweet (1) table (1) tonic (1)

tupelo (1) Va n ] l la (6) vitamin (1) wood (1) WOOdy (2)

nondistinct (1) nutmeg

! ~ —— e
, i —
CLLERREEE Ny NS 14s -
e k. o —




Adirondack Honey =D
Fall 2020 Harvest g

Wildflowers
Clover

Basswood
Goldenrod

acidic (1) a lCOhOl (3) apple (1) apricot (1) banana (1) beeswaX (2) berry (1) bitter (1) cantarito (1) cinnamon (1)
.

CltrlC (2) C] tru S (3) coconut (1) confectionary (1) cracker (1) dark (1) dill (1) earthy (1) fI.O ra l (6) gamey (1)

garden (1) ginger (1) g ra pe (6) green (2) hay (1) herb (1) herbal (3) honey (2) jar (1) leafy (1)

L3
leather (1) le mon (2) l] I I I (3) listerine (1) lychee (1) mangO (2) margarita (1) marker (1) marshmallow (1) menthol (1)

(2) minty (1) nOtE‘ (2) oak (1) olive (1) Ora n ge (3) peaCh (2) pear (1) pe p per (3) petals (
r]nd (2) rose (3) Sage (4) sharpie (1) skins (1) slight (1) solvent (1) sontefruit (1) spearmint (1) spicy (1) straw (1)
.
strawberry (1) sugar (1) sulphur (1) iwect (1) tangerine (1) tea (1) tropical (1) Va n] lla (4) Vegetal (2) vitamin (1)
wax (1) Waxy (2) Wh ] te (6) zest (1)



Wilson’s Honey
2020 Harvest

Dutch clover
Vetch
Basswood
Goldenrod
Aster
Knapweed

alCOhOl (4) apple (1) autolysis (1) banana (1) barrell (1) basil (1) bl.aCk @) bread (1) bready () citric (1)
Cl tI’US i >earthy flo ral fI'U] | e

lemon (1) leychi (1) lime (1) mangO\ ) marshmallow (1) mElon (2) mild (1) nectar (1) oak (1) olive (1) Orange (2)

pastry (1) paw-pay HDeaCh .peal’ .pepper (4) pineapple (1) plum (1) resin (1) rose (1)
(4) rr (1) toa mtree trop]cal 5) umami (1) vanilla (1) vitamin (1)




Honey NY e ==
Late July 2020 Harvest - |

Some Dandelion Joe-Pye Weed . ek | (
Aster NP bt g
Clover
Locust

Some Goldenrod (usually | honey

harvest before) . 100% sl rauw honey from nostern ay bees
SN

‘%. A
d earth e
apple (1) beechwood (1) black (1) buttery (1) Can y (2) cherry (1) citrus (1) classic (1) clove (1) cough (1) (5) champlain, ny 518-241-3707

eucalyptus (6) flo ral (4) funk (1) granny (1) grape (1) hay @) herbal 2 I ‘l.

honey (1) honeydew (1) honeysuckle (1) jasmine (1) lavender (2) lemon (2) Llight (1) Llime (

medicinal . ... . menthol . mint . w. o w o

Basswood

Sumac
Knotweed
Milkweed

e 6 o o o
e 6 o o o
s &

S S N

0 ra n ge (5) peach (1) pear (1) peel (3) pe p pe r un.pm-r (1) pith (1) powder (1) raspberry ose (
smith (1) smores (1) spearmint (1) StraW (2) talcum (1) tannic (1) Van] lla (5) White (3) wood (1)

zest o



Most Frequent Noted Descriptors, Descending Order

Squeak ‘»_Sugar Shack - ‘ Sugar Shack Adirondack ‘ Wilson’s Honey
Creek =. Light — — Cooking Honey ' 2 Honey "7 NY
;
Pear Citrus ! Pear White Grape Citrus Eucalyptus
Fruit(y) Floral - - Vanilla Floral Peach Vanilla
Floral Woody Orange Vanilla Floral Earthy
(07-1916)Y Mint Honey Sage Tropical Orange
Apple White Grape Candy Citrus Alcohol Medicinal
White Grape Hay Beeswax Herbal Earthy Floral
Pepper Peach Apple Orange Stone Menthol
Buttery Rose Pepper Pepper Mint
Lime
Rose
Fruity, vs. “Water white” “Classic Honey” Varied by Polarizing Error on acid
waxy/musty? temperature “Wine-like” additions?



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Further east, less pear?  
#5: “Not a lot of character in this one”, “lacking in expression and structure” and “lackluster”, to “enjoyed the subtle layers” and “layers of changing aroma and flavor”


Taster-Suggested Adjuncts

Most Frequent
Noted Descriptors

Suggested
Adjuncts

Squeak ‘ Sugar Shack - | Sugar Shack Adirondack Wilson'’s _J_ Honey
Creek =.° Light == -Cooking Honey Honey " NY
Pear, Fruit(y) & Citrus, Floral Pear, Vanilla White Grape Citrus, Peach Eucalyptus,
Floral, Candy Woody, Mint Orange, Honey Floral, Vanilla "~ Floral, Tropical Vanilla, Earthy
Apple, White Grape Candy, Beeswax Sage, Citrus Alcohol, Earthy Orange, Medicinal
White Grape Hay, Peach Apple Herbal, Orange Stone, Pepper Floral, Menthol
Pepper, Buttery Rose Pepper, Lime Mint
Rose
Vanilla Spices “Pleasant Trad” Jasmine Honeydew Melon “Moijito?”
Oak Sage Berries Oak “Light floral or Rosemary
Raspberry Mint Meyer Lemon Blueberries delicate fruits” Herbs
Cocoa Nibs Juniper Oak Stonefruit Tropical Fruits Pyment
Berries Cucumber Citric Fleshy Fruit Lychee Chilis Cocoa nibs
Lemongrass Fruit Vanilla “Not more citric” Pineapple
Basil Pink Peppercorn Mango
Apple Citrus Peach
Pear Stone Fruits




Why should home mead N
. ( -~ j; c # L
makers care about terroir? | o

L E

Prep the judges on honey expression,
even ifnot a traditional

Competitions



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
“Prime the judges” and “make that one note the best you can”


Why should home mead
makers care about terroir?

Changing
Environment

Honey DOOMBLOOM




Why should home mead
makers care about terroir?

Be the R=i=i=]
“Taste Makers” ]




What Next?

Local wildflower “vertical” series
(year over year change)

Melomel with different wildflower
honeys, for effect

Could “single-hive mead” be the
next single-barrel/ smgle-vineyard?

If you can’t source monofloral, can
you locate something close?



Take-Aways

e Wildflower honey varies, even verylocally!

e Think about sensory contributions when selecting
wildflower and competing, even if not in a trad

e Share the experience ofhow your localhoneys vary
in space and time!



Thank you!

Arthur Franke
@arthurjfranke, /r/weirdomel
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
2.5 hour drive from farthest west hive, to farthest east hive. �Range is 95% coverage area from 1982 Visscher & Seeley waggle dance study. 
https://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.219.922&rep=rep1&type=pdf



Photo Credits

Baskets of Veggies: Photo by on

Spotted Lanternfly Adult: Photo by on

Green and yellow beehives: Photo by

on

Beekeeper with frame: Photo by on
Bees on comb: Photo by on
Clouds: Photo by on
Wildflowers: Photo by on

Japanese Knotweed: By W.carter - Own work,
CCo,

commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php ?curid=878 2
6184


https://unsplash.com/@organicdesignco?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@organicdesignco?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/agriculture?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@starmagnolias?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@starmagnolias?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/lanternfly?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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https://unsplash.com/s/photos/wildflowers?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText

Squeak Creek Apiaries

Gmail address on jar k-
Harvest Dates: Summer 2020

Hive Locations
©  "In the St. Lawrence Valley" from Black
Lake to Helena, NY

e Beek-Identified Forage

Clover
from the
Basswood < beas
A SQUEAK CREEK

Japanese Knotweed APIARIES

437 Hurley Road

i A : rasher Falls 613
Purple Loosestrife p e g
Goldenrod = el iy 51b. (8002.)

o O O O O




Sugar Shack Light & “Cooking” Honey

e Roadside Honor Bar
e Harvest Dates: Fall2020 / Spring 2021
e Hive Locations K o ————

© NOI'th Bangor, NY B -ll 5' l;;;“,f » — e m““;—‘—T."" ——__—;
1 - - Emr o " | — -
e Beek-ldentified Forage —_— e —

Borage
Purple Loosestrife
Sumac
Clover
Raspberry
Blackberry
Knapweed
Purple Vetch
Alfalfa
Elderberry
Trees
Sunflowers

0O O O O OO0 0o O o0 O O




Adirondack Honey

Instagram @adirondackhoney
Harvest Dates: Fall2020

Hive Locations
o Malone, NY
o  Burke, NY
o  Chateaugay, NY
o Churubusco, NY

e Beek-Identified Forage
o Wildflowers G 3
Clover

(@)
o Basswood
o QGoldenrod

- 5I8-415-26%9 4 &

NET WT' 2 1B
(907g)




Wilson’s Honey

o

Facebook @wilsonshoneyandpollination & ‘
Harvest Dates: 2020 =

Hive Locations

o Churubusco, NY (?)
e Beek-Identified Forage

o Dutch clover
Vetch
Basswood
Goldenrod
Aster
Knapweed

o O O O O




Honey NY

Instagram (@birch_bee
Harvest Dates: Late July, 2020

Hive Locations:

o  Champlain, NY
Mooers, NY
Ellenburg, NY
Beekmantown, NY
Chazy, NY
Beek-Identified Forage:
Some Dandelion
Basswood
Sumac
Knotweed
Milkwe e d
Joe-Pye Weed
Aster
Clover
Locust
Some Goldenrod (usually harvest before)

O O O O

O 0O O O O O O O O O

100% real raw honey from northern ny bees

NN
A~y
bianca braman (beekeeper) @birch_bee
champlain, ny 518-241-3707




Recipe & Process- Actuals

Honey Label Go Ferm Pitch Water Dry Yeast FT Blanc Must Water Must Honey | Must pH Must OG
(¢)) (9) (9) Soft (g) (¢)) (9) (strips) (refract)
Squeak Creek 5.02 100.64 4.03 0.31 3,100 1,135 4.4 20.7
1.087
Sugar Shack - Light 5.03 101.0 4.01 0.31 3,110 1,140 4.4 20.4
1.085
Sugar Shack - Cooking 5.00 116.4 (0.71) 0.30 3,145 1,135 4.4 20.4
4.00 1.085
Adirondack Honey 5.00 102.8 4.01 0.30 3,105 1,140 4.4 21.0
1.088
Wilson’s Honey 5.03 101.6 (1.27) 0.31 3,105 1,135 4.4 21.0
4.03 1.088
Honey NY 5.01 101.6 4.00 0.31 3,105 1,140 4.4 20.5
1.086




USDA

Plant Hardiness
/Zone Map

Describes typical
winter climate, but
does not comment on
what grows where.

gSDA Plant Hardiness Zone Map

New York

Fobmt
“faulinod

Average oy
Annual Extreme Minimum Temperature 1976-2005

Temp (F) Zone Temp (C) Temp (F) Zone Temp (C)

3510 -30 37210344 10to-5 - 80208
30 to-zsn 34.410-317 5t00 206 t0-17.8
25 10—20- 31710289 0to5 1781015

- 28910261 51010 A5t0-12.2
aE ﬂgu A5t0-10[[86 | 26110233
Agricultural

R rch Mapping by the PRISM Climate Group
s:ffige umg?ﬂ.,s‘!ﬁ‘ﬁ Oregon State University
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USDA Plant Hardiness Zone Map: Zoom

Temp (F) Zone Temp (C)

e 30! -37.2t0 -34.4 &\,@\N‘Ee

-34.4 to -31.7 S

-2510-20 - -31.7 to -28.9
-20to-15| Sa -28.9 to -26.1

15t0-10| 8b | -26.1t0-233 Saint

Lawrence

"’Jefferson ;‘l‘




Monofloral Honey

US FDA: “you may label the honey with the name
ofthe plant or blossom if you or the honey
producer has information to support the conclusion
that the plant or blossom designated on the labelis
the chieffloral source ofthe honey”

EU: Different countries may legislate guidelines for
monofloral labeling, often using pollen count
percentage, organoleptic properties, and/or
combinations of other methods
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