
Study in Terroir 
Wildflower Traditional Meads with 
Six Honeys from the  NY North Country



Arthur Franke

Home Mead Maker

Bergen County Brew Crew

Northe rn NJ Mead Makers



Agenda

● Wildflower honey & traditional mead te rroir

● Traditional meads case  study: 
○ Honey comparison
○ Process 
○ Distributed sensory analysis

● Why home mead makers should care  about te rroir



Wildflower Honey 

unknown &/or unspecified 
honey bee  forage

Goût de  Terroir

“Taste  of Place”

P
hoto by

B
runo S

oares
on

U
nsplash

https://unsplash.com/@bmgs_1978?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@bmgs_1978?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/terroir?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/terroir?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Wildflower Honey goût de terroir varies based on…

“Your local 
wildflower 
honey is 
unique!”

Hive  Location Hive  Placement & 
Harvest Times

Hive  Conditions Seasonal & 
Annual Weathe r

Local AgricultureForage  Wax/Wane Othe r Insect Activity



Tough to find opportunities to taste…

Commercial examples focusing on 
wildflower te rroir exist, but are  
re lative ly rare , usually se rial format.

Home mead maker sentiments vary:

● “It’s just some  plain wildflower honey 
in this me lomel”

● May avoid it due to the  variation
● Competition pressures to show 

distinct monofloral expression

untappd.com/user/
DaveConleyPickleball

facebook.com/superstition.meadery/

honeytreemeadery.com/portfolio/product/



Back Story

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Upstate NY, market barn, and there were two!



Buy ALL 
the  honeys!



Not a New Idea

● Ken Schramm & Dr. Dan McConne ll, 
“Mead Matrix”  1994

○ Six “same  honey; diffe rent yeast”, and six “same  yeast; 
diffe rent honey”

● Susan Ruud & Gordon Strong, 
“Varie tal Mead Comparison”  2010

○ Six monofloral honeys, same  yeast & recipe  proportions

● YouTubers Doin’ the  Most and ManMadeMead 
“Bluebe rry Honey Face -Off”  2021

○ Blueberry blossom honey from diffe rent producers located 
in diffe rent US states

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Note on “Florida orange blossom” vs. “California orange blossom”



Six Honeys

Squeak Creek Apiarie s
(Gmail addre ss on Jar)

Antique  Marke t & 
Groce ry Store

“SqC”

Honey NY
IG:@birch_bee
Groce ry Store

“HNY”

Wilson’s Honey
FB:@wilsonshoneyandpollenation

Groce ry Store  & 
“Gas Guns Guitars Oasis”

“WHP”

Adirondack Honey
IG:@adirondackhoney

Antique  Marke t, 
Groce ry & Local 

Meade ry
“ADK”

Sugar Shack “Light”

Roadside  Honor Bar
“SSL”

Sugar Shack “Cooking”

Roadside  Honor Bar
“SSC”

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Asked three questions: where; when; and what



Hive Locations in Upstate NY About 3.7 mile s radius

SSL 
& 

SSC

SqC

SqC

SqC

SqCSqC

HNY

HNY HNY

HNY

HNY

ADK
ADKADK ADKSqC

WHP

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
2.5 hour drive from farthest west hive, to farthest east hive. �Range is 95% coverage area from 1982 Visscher & Seeley waggle dance study. 
https://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.219.922&rep=rep1&type=pdf 





Beekeeper-Provided Harvest Date  & Forage

Squeak 
Creek

Sugar Shack -
Light

Sugar Shack 
- Cooking

Adirondack 
Honey

Wilson’s 
Honey

Honey 
NY

Summer 2020 Summer 2021 Fall 2020 Fall 2020 2020 Late July 2020

Clover
Basswood

Japanese Knotweed
Purple Loosestrife

Goldenrod

Borage
Purple Loosestrife

Sumac
Clover

Raspberry
Blackberry
Knapweed

Purple Vetch
Alfalfa

Elderberry
Trees

Sunflowers

Wildflowers
Clover

Basswood
Goldenrod

Dutch clover
Vetch

Basswood
Goldenrod

Aster
Knapweed

Some Dandelion
Basswood

Sumac
Knotweed
Milkweed

Joe-Pye Weed
Aster
Clover
Locust

Some Goldenrod

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Story about shot-in-the-dark address on google maps



Snail Mail!



Aside: If you can’t 
ask the  beek, 

what can you do?



HoneyBeeNet

honeybeene t.gsfc.nasa.gov

Regions and sub-
regions with data for 
what grows in each, 
with focus on bee  
forage .  

Includes both wild 
and agricultural flora.

Data circa 1992.

PI re tired in 2012 and 
KUDOS for keeping 
the  site  live ! 



NY Region 10

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Not present: Loosestrife; Borage; bramble fruits; vetch.  Is corn really that important?



Kartesz, J.T., 
The Biota of North America Program 
(BONAP). 2022. Taxonomic Data Center. 
(http://www.bonap.net/tdc). Chapel Hill, N.C.

http://www.bonap.net/tdc




BONAP Venn

Franklin County

St. Lawrence  
County

Clinton
County

2 Unique  Specie s

5 Unique  
Specie s

81 Unique  
Specie s

Kartesz, J.T., 
The Biota of North America Program 
(BONAP). 2022. Taxonomic Data Center. 
(http://www.bonap.net/tdc). Chapel Hill, N.C.

43 Shared 
Specie s

23 Shared 
Specie s

0  Shared 
Specie s

51 Common 
Specie s

Basswood (?!)
White  clove r (?!)

Apple  (?!)

Alde r (Alnus alnobetula)
Weste rn Ragweed (Ambrosia psilostachya)

False  Indigo
Wild Lupine

Redwhiske r Clammyweed
Sand Cherry

Pears Caveats:
● Presence  is not 

pe rvasiveness 
or proximity

● Se lection Bias?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Presence is not pervasiveness.  Selection bias?  Looking at Basswood and White Clover.


http://www.bonap.net/tdc


Six Honeys

Squeak Creek Apiarie s
(Gmail addre ss on Jar)

Antique  Marke t & 
Groce ry Store

“SqC”

Honey NY
IG:@birch_bee
Groce ry Store

“HNY”

Wilson’s Honey
FB:@wilsonshoneyandpollenation

Groce ry Store  & 
“Gas Guns Guitars Oasis”

“WHP”

Adirondack Honey
IG:@adirondackhoney

Antique  Marke t, 
Groce ry & Local 

Meade ry
“ADK”

Sugar Shack “Light”

Roadside  Honor Bar
“SSL”

Sugar Shack “Cooking”

Roadside  Honor Bar
“SSC”



Honey Sensory Analysis

Label Squeak 
Creek

Sugar Shack 
- Light

Sugar Shack 
- Cooking

Adirondack 
Honey

Wilson’s 
Honey Honey NY

Flavor Apricot
Dried Grass

Mango, 
Peach, Mint

Fig/Raisin, 
Cinnamon

Banana, 
Honeysuckle, 

Pear

Malt, Straw, 
Vanilla, 
Brulee

Quince, 
Ginger, 
Dates



Nominal Process

● 2.5 lbs (1.135kg) Honey
● 3.28 quarts (3.1 kg) Spring Wate r
● 0 .3g FT Blanc Soft Tannin Powder
● Rehydrated Yeast Pitch

○ 100g Tap Wate r @ 100F
○ 5g GoFerm PE
○ 4g DV10 Dry Yeast

● Fermaid O following TOSNA 2.0

Targe t starting volume: 4L

Targe t OG: 1.085   Targe t ABV: 11.4%

1. Fe rment in 6L plastic bucke t, unde r airlock
2. Nutrients at 24h, 48h, 72h, 7d afte r pitch.  

Bucke ts hand whisked for 20  seconds at 
each addition.

3. Ambient temperature  
4. Rack to 1gal glass jugs unde r airlock, onto 

1g Bentonite  each.  Sit until clear.
5. Rack to clean 1gal glass jugs.  Stabilize  with 

k-sorbate  & k-me ta. 
6. Backswee ten to 1.010  semi-swee t.
7. Bench trial to adjust acidity to taste  with 

tartaric acid.
8. Bottle  still. Age  as long as time  pe rmits.



Jan 23: Rehydrated yeast, mixed musts, and pitched



Jan 23: Fe rmentation 



Jan 24 - 31: Timed whisking to ae rate , and TOSNA additions 



Feb 5: Racked, left to finish fermentation and settle



Feb 5: Lees left behind by racking



March 19: Looking pretty clear…

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Before back-sweetening



March 20: Racked off fine lees and stabilized



March 26: Back sweetened to about 1.010



June 19 (or 21): Bottled into eight 12oz, one 330mL, one 250mL (partial)





Process Hiccups

Be sure  to stir in acid additions 
afte r they dissolve !



Sensory Analysis: Tasters

Northe rn NJ 
Mead Makers

Big thanks to: 
Mike  Bury, Andrew Luberto, Annie  Zipse r, and Geoff Billiu!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
23 total judges.  13 BJCP.  2 Pros.  



Sensory Analysis: UC Davis Taxonomy

Taste rs were  asked to re fe r to the  Traditional Mead 
Aroma Whee l, but not fee l limited by it.

BJCP judges were  asked to comple te  score  shee ts 
(M1B Semi-Swee t Mead)

Expe rienced BJCP Mead Judges were  asked to 
speculate  on bee  forage , if de tectable .

Mead make rs asked to opine  on what adjuncts might 
complement the  mead if it we re  used as the  base  of 
a me lome l or me theglin.  

Note: did not specify serving temperature, serving 
order, and limited details on honey provenance



BJCP Score Sheet Results

● Five  comple ted shee ts pe r 
mead from Philade lphia area 
judges convened by Mike  Bury. 

● Notes closest to obvious faults 
were  around alcohol, yeast 
aromas, and lack of tannins

● Judges’ opinions on acid leve ls 
sometimes appeared to vary 
wide ly 

Lowest Score Median Score Highest Score

Squeak Creek 35 35.0 37

Shack Light 38 39.0 41

Shack Cooking 34 36.0 41

Adirondack 34 37.0 37

Wilson's 30 36.0 37

Honey NY 32 35.5 38



Squeak Creek Apiaries
Summer 2020 Harvest

● Clove r
● Basswood
● Japanese  Knotweed
● Purple  Loosestrife
● Goldenrod



Sugar Shack Light
Summer 2021 Harvest

● Borage
● Purple  Loosestrife
● Sumac
● Clover
● Raspberry
● Blackbe rry

● Knapweed
● Purple  Ve tch
● Alfalfa
● Elde rbe rry
● Trees
● Sunflowers



Sugar Shack “Cooking” Honey
Fall 2020 Harvest

● Borage
● Purple  Loosestrife
● Sumac
● Clover
● Raspberry
● Blackbe rry

● Knapweed
● Purple  Ve tch
● Alfalfa
● Elde rbe rry
● Trees
● Sunflowers



Adirondack Honey
Fall 2020 Harvest

● Wildflowers       
● Clover
● Basswood
● Goldenrod



Wilson’s Honey
2020 Harvest

● Dutch clove r
● Vetch
● Basswood
● Goldenrod
● Aste r
● Knapweed



Honey NY
Late July 2020 Harvest

● Some  Dande lion
● Basswood
● Sumac
● Knotweed
● Milkweed

● Joe -Pye  Weed
● Aste r
● Clover
● Locust
● Some  Goldenrod (usually 

harvest be fore )



Most Frequent Noted Descriptors, Descending Order

Squeak 
Creek

Sugar Shack -
Light

Sugar Shack 
- Cooking

Adirondack 
Honey

Wilson’s 
Honey

Honey 
NY

Pear
Fruit(y)
Floral
Candy
Apple

White Grape
Pepper
Buttery

Citrus
Floral

Woody
Mint

White Grape
Hay

Peach
Rose

Pear
Vanilla
Orange
Honey
Candy

Beeswax
Apple

White Grape
Floral
Vanilla
Sage
Citrus
Herbal
Orange
Pepper
Lime
Rose

Citrus
Peach
Floral

Tropical
Alcohol
Earthy
Stone

Pepper

Eucalyptus
Vanilla
Earthy
Orange

Medicinal
Floral

Menthol
Mint

Fruity, vs. 
waxy/musty?

“Water white” “Classic Honey” Varied by 
temperature

Polarizing
“Wine-like”

Error on acid 
additions?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Further east, less pear?  
#5: “Not a lot of character in this one”, “lacking in expression and structure” and “lackluster”, to “enjoyed the subtle layers” and “layers of changing aroma and flavor”



Taster-Suggested Adjuncts

Squeak 
Creek

Sugar Shack -
Light

Sugar Shack 
- Cooking

Adirondack 
Honey

Wilson’s 
Honey

Honey 
NY

Pear, Fruit(y)
Floral, Candy

Apple, 
White Grape

Pepper, Buttery

Citrus, Floral
Woody, Mint
White Grape
Hay, Peach

Rose

Pear, Vanilla
Orange, Honey

Candy, Beeswax
Apple

White Grape
Floral, Vanilla
Sage, Citrus

Herbal, Orange
Pepper, Lime

Rose

Citrus, Peach
Floral, Tropical
Alcohol, Earthy
Stone, Pepper

Eucalyptus, 
Vanilla, Earthy

Orange, Medicinal
Floral, Menthol

Mint

Vanilla
Oak

Raspberry
Cocoa Nibs

Berries
Lemongrass

Basil
Apple
Pear

Spices
Sage
Mint

Juniper
Cucumber

Fruit
Pink Peppercorn

Citrus
Stone Fruits

“Pleasant Trad”
Berries

Meyer Lemon
Oak

Citric Fleshy Fruit
Vanilla

Jasmine
Oak

Blueberries
Stonefruit
Lychee

“Not more citric”
Mango
Peach

Honeydew Melon
“Light floral or 
delicate fruits”
Tropical Fruits

Chilis
Pineapple

“Mojito?”
Rosemary

Herbs
Pyment

Cocoa nibs

M
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Why should home mead 
makers care  about te rroir?

Compe titions
Prep the  judges on honey expression, 

even if not a traditional

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
“Prime the judges” and “make that one note the best you can”



Why should home mead 
makers care  about te rroir?

Changing 
Environment



Why should home mead 
makers care  about te rroir?

Be  the  
“Taste  Makers” Try this where  you are !

Report out with notes!



What Next?
● Local wildflower “ve rtical” se rie s 

(year ove r year change)

● Melomel with diffe rent wildflower 
honeys, for e ffect

● Could “single -hive  mead” be  the  
next single -barre l/ single -vineyard?

● If you can’t source  monofloral, can 
you locate  something close?



Take-Aways

● Wildflower honey varies, even very locally!  

● Think about sensory contributions when se lecting 
wildflower and competing, even if not in a trad

● Share  the  experience  of how your local honeys vary 
in space  and time!



Thank you!
Arthur Franke
@arthurjfranke,   /r/weirdomel



Hive Locations in Upstate NY About 3.7 mile s radius

SSL 
& 

SSC

SqC

SqC

SqC

SqCSqC

HNY

HNY HNY

HNY

HNY

ADK
ADKADK ADK

WHP
SqC

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
2.5 hour drive from farthest west hive, to farthest east hive. �Range is 95% coverage area from 1982 Visscher & Seeley waggle dance study. 
https://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.219.922&rep=rep1&type=pdf




Photo Credits

● Baske ts of Veggies: Photo by Megan Thomas on
Unsplash

● Spotted Lante rnfly Adult: Photo by Magi Kern on
Unsplash

● Green and ye llow beehives: Photo by Floris 
Bronkhorst on Unsplash

● Beekeeper with frame: Photo by HiveBoxx on
Unsplash

● Bees on comb: Photo by Boba Jaglicic on Unsplash
● Clouds: Photo by Daoudi Aissa on Unsplash
● Wildflowers: Photo by Annie Spratt on Unsplash
● Japanese  Knotweed: By W.carte r - Own work, 

CC0, 
commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=8782
6184

https://unsplash.com/@organicdesignco?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@organicdesignco?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/agriculture?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@starmagnolias?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@starmagnolias?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/lanternfly?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@fbronkhorst?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@fbronkhorst?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/beehive?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/beehive?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@hiveboxx?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@hiveboxx?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/beehive?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@bobajaglicic?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@bobajaglicic?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/beehive?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/beehive?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@dannyeve?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@dannyeve?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/rain?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/rain?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@anniespratt?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@anniespratt?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/wildflowers?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/wildflowers?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Squeak Creek Apiaries

● Gmail address on jar 
● Harvest Date s: Summer 2020
● Hive  Locations

○ "In the  St. Lawrence  Valley" from Black 
Lake  to He lena, NY

● Beek-Identified Forage
○ Clover
○ Basswood
○ Japanese  Knotweed
○ Purple  Loosestrife
○ Goldenrod



Sugar Shack Light & “Cooking” Honey

● Roadside  Honor Bar
● Harvest Date s: Fall 2020  / Spring 2021
● Hive  Locations

○ North Bangor, NY
● Beek-Identified Forage

○ Borage
○ Purple  Loosestrife
○ Sumac
○ Clover
○ Raspberry
○ Blackberry
○ Knapweed
○ Purple  Ve tch
○ Alfalfa
○ Elderberry
○ Trees
○ Sunflowers



Adirondack Honey

● Instagram @adirondackhoney
● Harvest Date s: Fall 2020
● Hive  Locations

○ Malone , NY
○ Burke , NY
○ Chateaugay, NY
○ Churubusco, NY

● Beek-Identified Forage
○ Wildflowers       ಠ_ಠ
○ Clover
○ Basswood
○ Goldenrod



Wilson’s Honey

● Facebook @wilsonshoneyandpollination
● Harvest Date s: 2020
● Hive  Locations

○ Churubusco, NY (?)
● Beek-Identified Forage

○ Dutch clover
○ Vetch
○ Basswood
○ Goldenrod
○ Aste r
○ Knapweed



Honey NY

● Instagram @birch_bee
● Harvest Date s: Late  July, 2020
● Hive  Locations: 

○ Champlain, NY
○ Mooers, NY
○ Ellenburg, NY
○ Beekmantown, NY
○ Chazy, NY

● Beek-Identified Forage :
○ Some  Dande lion
○ Basswood
○ Sumac
○ Knotweed
○ Milkweed
○ Joe -Pye  Weed
○ Aste r
○ Clove r
○ Locust
○ Some  Goldenrod (usually harvest be fore )



Recipe & Process - Actuals

Honey Label Go Ferm 
(g)

Pitch Water 
(g)

Dry Yeast 
(g)

FT Blanc 
Soft (g)

Must Water 
(g)

Must Honey
(g)

Must pH 
(strips)

Must OG 
(refract)

Squeak Creek 5.02 100.64 4.03 0.31 3,100 1,135 4.4 20.7
1.087

Sugar Shack - Light 5.03 101.0 4.01 0.31 3,110 1,140 4.4 20.4
1.085

Sugar Shack - Cooking 5.00 116.4 (0.71)
4.00 

0.30 3,145 1,135 4.4 20.4
1.085

Adirondack Honey 5.00 102.8 4.01 0.30 3,105 1,140 4.4 21.0
1.088

Wilson’s Honey 5.03 101.6 (1.27)
4.03

0.31 3,105 1,135 4.4 21.0
1.088

Honey NY 5.01 101.6 4.00 0.31 3,105 1,140 4.4 20.5
1.086



USDA 
Plant Hardiness 
Zone  Map

Describes typical 
winte r climate , but 
does not comment on 
what grows where . 



USDA Plant Hardiness Zone Map: Zoom



Monofloral Honey

US FDA: “you may labe l the  honey with the  name  
of the  plant or blossom if you or the  honey 
produce r has information to support the  conclusion 
that the  plant or blossom designated on the  labe l is 
the  chie f floral source  of the  honey”

EU: Diffe rent countrie s may legislate  guide lines for 
monofloral labe ling, often using pollen count 
pe rcentage , organoleptic prope rtie s, and/or 
combinations of othe r me thods
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